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Edwards prepares to test military’s new fighter

What stays, what goes
All government property is accounted for.

Members should remember not to attempt to
leave the area with any property or equipment
that does not belong to them.

Vehicle turn-in
Members who’ve signed for a vehicle must

turn over the keys to the 75th Expeditionary
Logistics Squadron transportation element
prior to leaving and ensure it’s signed off on
their out-processing checklist.

Legal claims
No more legal claims will be accepted at

Cairo West. Claims must be filed at the
member’s home station upon their return.

C-gear turn-in
All members out-processing need to go

through RADS to ensure that any gear  signed
out, is returned before finishing outprocessing.

In order to redeploy
In order to redeploy, members must ensure

they have completed the out-processing
checklist from PERSCO, breakdown their cots
in their perspective tents with ends secured,
remove trash and make shift furniture from
tents and remove wooden doors and pallets
from tents. Members who arrived commercially,
for the most part, will be flying out through
military air. Service members who flew in com-
mercially need to make sure to take their pass-
port to PERSCO, in the lodging tent, so they
can get the member’s passport stamped.

AF Form 77s, decoration
For all 75th Aerospace Expeditionary Group

personnel submitting Air Force Form 77s our
submitting members for decorations need to
do so to the command section by Today. Au-
thors are instructed to follow the format that
has been advised. For more information, call
1st Lt. Jessica Joyner at Ext. 5701.

Reflective belts, flashlights
Nearing the end of Bright Star equipment

and facilities are coming down left and right,
at night and day. Members should remember
to carry their flashlights and, or wear their re-
flective belts during hours of darkness to en-
sure safety. If members can’t see people tear-
ing down equipment or pallets on the ground,
chances are, the people tearing down can’t
see them either. See, and be seen.

Photo CD
The 75th Aerospace Expeditionary Group

Public Affairs Office is putting together a photo
compact disc of all photos taken by the base
photographer since Bright Star 01/02 kicked
off. CDs will be finished and mailed out to all
public affairs offices around the Air Force Jan.
1. Members wishing to have a copy will have
to contact their unit’s public affairs office to
receive a copy. For more information, call SrA.
Russ Martin at Ext. 5705.

Briefs

By Leigh Anne Bierstine
Air Force Flight Test Center Public
Affairs

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE,
Calif.  — The competition is over but
preparations to fully develop the Joint
Strike Fighter are in full swing at the
Air Force Flight Test Center here.

The government’s selection of
Lockheed Martin Corp., as the prime
contractor Oct. 26 allowed the JSF to
enter its next acquisition phase —
system development and demonstra-
tion.

This phase will evolve the fighter,
now known as the F-35, from a con-
cept demonstrator to a combat-ca-
pable fighter aircraft.

Initial plans call for 14 test aircraft
to be built, with seven going to Edwards and
seven going to Naval Air Station Patuxent River,
Md., said Joe Dowden, the JSF Site and Inte-
grated Test Force director at Edwards. Both sites
will serve as principal testers for the JSF dem-
onstration. Both will conduct testing on all of
the JSF variants, including the Air Force, Navy
and Marine versions, as well as the foreign ver-
sion of the aircraft.

Lockheed Martin Corp.’s winning aircraft
designs for the Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps
and United Kingdom will be developed

throughout the next 48 months.
The first JSF aircraft is set to arrive here for

flight testing in late 2005, Dowden said.
With the 10-and-a-half year contract

awarded, Dowden said he is starting to build up
the integrated test force here while working
closely with his counterparts at the JSF inte-
grated test force in Patuxent River. Both will
support a three-phased block approach to
evolve the aircraft’s mission capabilities.

Overall, the test program encompasses de-
velopment and demonstration of more than 46

different weapon configurations and
associated mission systems capabili-
ties, Dowden said.

The test program also includes
operational testing based here by Air
Force and Navy operational testers
beginning in 2010.

“Our developmental, demonstra-
tion test and evaluation challenge
now is to improve our joint processes
between Edwards and Patuxant River
Naval Air Station so that we ensure
seamless testing of the Air Force,
Navy, Marine Corps and the United
Kingdom variants on the West and
East Coasts,” Dowden said. “All this
will be necessary to get the JSF air-
craft to the warfighters on schedule,
with the capabilities they will need
for future defense of our national in-
terests.”

Future funding includes $20 million planned
for 2004 to support developmental testing with
an additional $10 million planned for 2008 to
support operational testing, he said.

The Air Force will be the largest JSF cus-
tomer, purchasing 1,763 of the conventional take-
off and landing version of the aircraft. The Air
Force version is designed primarily for air-to-
ground combat to replace the F-16 Fighting Fal-
con and A-10 Thunderbolt II and to comple-
ment the F-22 Raptor.
(Courtesy of Air Force Print News Service)
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